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The American Industrial Hygiene Association (AIHA) expresses strong support for the restoration of key programs and functions within the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS), particularly those previously housed in the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH). AIHA is the association for occupational and environmental health and safety (OEHS) professionals committed to ensuring occupational and environmental health and safety in the workplace and community. Founded in 1939, we support our nearly 8,500 members with our expertise, networks, education programs, and other services that help them maintain the highest professional and competency standards. As HHS undergoes restructuring under President Trump and Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr., we support efforts to improve efficiency, provided they continue to reflect congressional intent and preserve essential services that protect the health and safety of the American workforce. 
The FY26 federal budget proposed by HHS and the President reflects $73m in NIOSH funding for the National Mesothelioma Registry and Tissue Bank, National Firefighter Registry for Cancer, and Mining Research (despite these research divisions still being RIF’d).  Funding for the World Trade Center Health Program and Energy Employees Occupational Illness Compensation Program is also earmarked.
However, there are other critical NIOSH programs that AIHA believes should be funded, which help ensure our country maintains a world-class center of research and training in occupational health and safety.  It should be noted that none of these programs are duplicated elsewhere in the federal government and include:
· National Personal Protective Technology Laboratory: includes the Respirator Approval program, a self-sustaining program (funded in part by manufacturer fees) essential for ensuring respirator effectiveness
· Health Hazard Evaluation (HHE) Program: helps identify causes of unexplained illness and assess the safety of new chemicals or processes
· Emergency Preparedness and Response Office: coordinates NIOSH emergency preparedness and response activities
· Division of Field Studies and Engineering: manages engineering controls, physical hazards, workers' compensation, occupational surveillance, and cancer and reproductive epidemiology teams
· Health Effects Laboratory Division: includes the NIOSH Manual of Analytical Methods (NMAM) program that develops and validates new methods to meet environmental and occupational health standards.
· Division of Science Integration: provides technical and educational information to industry partners and provides evaluation research to ensure the effectiveness of occupational safety and health programs; also publishes the NIOSH Pocket Guide and Occupational Exposure Banding resources.


· Office of Extramural Programs: manages and supports funding for:
· 18 Education & Research Centers (ERCs), providing state-of-the-art interdisciplinary training to produce the next generation of OEHS practitioners and researchers. 
· Training Project Grants (TPGs), academic-based training for the next generation of OEHS leaders
· 10 Centers for Total Worker Health (TWH), conducting research that generates new knowledge, offers practical solutions that keep
workers safe and healthy, and helps employers build and retain a productive workforce
· 12 Centers for Agriculture, Forestry, and Fishing (AgFF), the only federal non-regulatory program working to ensure the safety and health of millions of essential workers and business owners in some of our nation’s most dangerous industry sectors
· National Construction Center, administered by CPWR (Center for Construction Research and Training) and focused on understanding and developing practical solutions to hazards in construction.

These programs not only help ensure a safer workforce; they also rely on highly skilled and respected scientific professionals. Their continued work within HHS is crucial to sustaining innovation and public health protections, particularly as American manufacturing and industry continue to grow.
NIOSH provides a significant return on investment. Utilizing a small percentage of the national budget, just $363 million for its annual budget, it has saved countless lives. This study estimated that just three NIOSH case studies (with a cost of $5.1 million) have resulted in an annual economic value of $338 million to over $1.2 billion.
In closing, the work previously carried out by NIOSH plays a foundational role in protecting American workers. Without adequate support for these programs, achieving a healthier American workforce will be a significant challenge.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter.  On behalf of our association, we would be grateful for your support in ensuring these vital functions are fully restored and maintained.

PS: Watch the short video here from AIHA member Rick Neitzel at the University of Michigan on why NIOSH matters.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Lcs8oeXHsJ0 

